Med-Term Educational Program “Secularization, Religion, State”

In the present day world arevival of Islam is atendency that attracts particularly the
attention. However, since such a phenomenon is not restricted to the Muslim religion, it may be
considered a part of the religious revival occurring simultaneously on aworld-scale. At closer
inspection, asimilar tendency can be seen in Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism and other
religions as well. What causes the two contrasting tendencies of religious revival and secularization
and what makes both of them influence the present world? Is it appropriate to interpret the world as
being torn between these two vectors? How can the frictions and repulsion resulting from collisions
of these opposite vectorsin a given society (for example, the case of the Muslim immigrantsin
Europe) be resolved? In order to realize the coexistence of humankind, what relationship should be
established between the three elements of secularization, religions and the state that interacts with
them?

To address these problems we would like to start by examining specific instances of
secularization and religious revival in severa countries, societies and regions of the world and
referring to the related discussions and research. The choice of the countries and regions to be taken
up will be adjusted to the participants’ interest; Japan, America, France, Egypt (Turkey, Iran and
other Middle East countries) are among the considered areas.

2008 Summer Semester

Introductory Coursein International Philosophy for Co-existence |11 (Outline of the Problematic,
Japanese Secularization), Haneda Masashi at the University of Tokyo

Symposium(Religion and State) Masuda Kazuo —+ Furuya Jun-+ Takahashi Hidemi at the
University of Tokyo (May or June)

International Philosophy for Co-existence, Seminar V Preliminary Reports by PD and RA (July)

2008 Winter Semester

Introductory Course in International Philosophy for Coexistence IV (French Secularization),
Haneda Masashi at the University of Tokyo

International Philosophy for Coexistence, Specialized Research IV Clark B. Lombardi
(University of Washington School of Law, Islamic Law and the State) + Jean Beauberot
(EPHE, French laicité) + Haneda Masashi at the University of Tokyo

2009 Summer Semester
Introductory Coursein International Philosophy for Coexistence VII (Islam and the Sovereign



State) Haneda Masashi + ©? (Negotiating)
Fieldwork (Islam and Secularization), Two of the following cities: Cairo, Teheran, |stanbul

2009 Winter Semester

International Philosophy for Coexistence, Specialized Research V111 (According to the
participants' interest, lectures by specialists from universitiesin France, Middle East, China,
Americaand others)

International Philosophy for Coexistence, Seminar VIII Final reports by PD and
RA.



