PR ;A A Uit
Phitos phy
Title: The Mystical Form of Absolute Dialetheism
in Kiyozawa Manshi and the Early Nishida Kitaro

Speakers: Gregory Moss (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract:

In this paper, we aim to demonstrate that Kiyozawa Manshi’s 1895 Drafi for a
Skeleton of a Philosophy of Other-Power and two of Nishida Kitaro’s early
writings—namely the 1911 An Inguiry into the Good and the 1917 Inwurion and
Reflection in  Self Consciousness—instantiate the mystical form of absolute
dialetheism. Absolute dialetheism is the thesis that the absolute exists and can only be
known as a true contradiction. Its mystical form holds that the absolute appears to
knowing as a contradiction because the absolute, as something non-conceptual,
transcends all conceptual knowing. By exploring their theoretical and practical
differences, we show how Kiyozawa and Nishida represent two varieties of the
mystical form of absolute dialetheism. Theoretically, this difference in variety is
apparent in the way in which they attempt to prove the existence of the absolute.
Kiyozawa employs the ontological argument to derive the existence of the absolute
from the concept of a maximally perfect being. By contrast, Nishida relies on an
experience that is purified of all reflection and in which the collapse of the
subject-object distinction implies the omnipresence of the absolute. Practically,
while Kiyozawa regards the contradictory absolute as grounding and motivating the
transition from philosophy to religion, Nishida points the way to a philosophical
practice in which we live into the pure experience of contradiction. We argue that
both approaches to the mystical form of absolute dialetheism fail for reasons internal
to them. Whereas Kiyozawa cannot employ the ontological argument while
simultaneously rejecting the principle of non-contradiction, Nishida has trouble
accounting for the possibility of difference, without which there can be neither
reflection nor philosophical thought.
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