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Title: Exploring Atmosphere as Resonance and Rhythm:

A Japanese Perspective on the Concept of “Ki”

Abstract:
The word “atmosphere” is usually rendered in Japanese as “fun’iki” (58E <), a
" term coined in the 18th century as a translation of atmosphere. However, the
Japanese word fun 14 carrles connotations not usually recognized in the
i\ estrn concept of atmosphere ThIS dlfference seems to stem from the

“In my talk, | will first dISCUSS the concept of ki as
focusmg in part'cular on “ki-in sei-do” (VBB &N, q

AT

v E ) and “} . literally, the
, ,)-."‘*Furthermore when combined wuth the sumllarly pronounced
“word “k ), which literally means a mechanical spring, ki becomes something
to be actively grasped and used. People are not captured by the fun’iki, but
rather seize the fleeting opportunity, respond to its energy, and freely exert
their own energy in alignment with it. For the Japanese, fun'iki is not simply
-something that people are “affected by” or “seized by” (as Gernot Bohme

' m;f:. ), but rather something to be sensitively or finely perceived and felt,
' esponded to and used.
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