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Foreword

The present volume is a collection of my essays written during the
period between 1984 and 2006. I made my scholarly debut as a student
of medieval and Renaissance English literature in the early 80s. Since
then, however, I have never failed to take advantage of every possible
occasion, whenever it presented itself, to expand my intellectual horizon
both backward and forward, i.e., towards Classical Antiquity and West-
ern modernity. Negatively do they say “Jack of all trades, and master of
none,” and yet the delightful memory of the classical literature and phi-
losophy to which I had been introduced during the process of my
intellectual formation in my undergraduate days has never ceased to
haunt me while the philosophical endeavours of European modernity
have also continuously been my keen interest. In due course of time—
and for reasons a little too complicated to state—the former extended
concern came to find its axis in Cicero and the latter in the philosopher
émigré Karl Löwith. It is through Karl Löwith, a guest professor at one
of the Imperial universities in pre-war Japan, that my intellectual con-
cern has come to entertain a yet wider perspective, i.e., that of
comparative culture and thought.

As a self-styled intellectual expansionist alias Jack of all trades, I have
followed my interest as it has cropped up and with little regard to any
systematic concerns. Much to my surprise and unexpected delight, how-
ever, I have come to find, in the process of selecting my essays for the
present collection, a certain more or less consistent theme that cuts across
what has so far appeared (even to the author himself) to be the outcomes
of various concerns. That consistent theme made apparent on this occa-
sion can be termed the matter of the transcendental. By this is meant the
problematic that comprises the fate and traces in modern secularized soci-
eties of absolute transcendental power and the values associated with it.
Concrete subject matters indeed vary from classical myth, through the
medieval and Renaissance Troy legend, to the modern reception of Cicero
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or a comparative critique of the quest topos, but behind all these runs a
consistent thematic undercurrent, which I name here “Transcendental
Descent.”

The present volume would not come into being without the help and
encouragement of my present and former colleagues. My particular
thanks are due to Dr. Graham McMaster (of Tohoku University, now
retired). Prof. George Hughes (of the University of Tokyo, Hongo, now
retired), Prof. Paul Rossiter, Prof. Brendan Wilson and Mr. Thomas
Gally.

January 2007

Yasunari Takada
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